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Weekly Briefing: 

“Public” is not and should not be a dirty word 

The destructive delusions in the Right’s opposition to public transit 

By Rob Schofield 

The modern day conservative opposition to public transit has always been a bit of a puzzle. For 
much of the Century, large scale public works - like mass transit systems - were the kinds of 
public-private partnerships that won the support of many a billionaire business leader. Walt 
Disney, a ferocious right-winger who battled workers and championed corporate power, still had 
enough common sense and foresight to build monorails and “people movers” around his 
amusement parks in the 1950’s and 60’s and promote them as the transportation systems for 
cities of the future. 

People like Disney didn’t back public transit so much because they loved the environment - 
though they certainly weren’t opposed to order, cleanliness or combating pollution. Instead, their 
top priority was commerce and that meant getting people to and from their jobs, places of 
business, schools, public spaces and, of course, recreation and entertainment venues. 

And so it has been down through the decades with the subway systems of the world’s major 
metropolises. Notwithstanding all of the other benefits, the chief driving force behind them has 
been about helping businesses and businesspeople make money - not some kind of progressive 
desire for communal togetherness. 

In New York City, lower Manhattan had come to a virtual standstill in the late 19**^ Century as a 
chaotic combination of above ground vehicles virtually paralyzed the overpopulated streets and 
prevented businesses from surviving - much less thriving. Civic and business leaders turned to 
the construction of a subway system out of necessity and, not coincidentally, as a way of helping 
developers coherently connect to and populate new neighborhoods on the city’s undeveloped 
fringes. The benefits have been incalculably large. 

Undermining transit 

Weirdly and frustratingly, however, as progressives have promoted public transit in recent 
decades as a common good institution that could help business and protect the environment by 
reducing automobile emissions and helping to control sprawl, many conservatives seem to have 








felt compelled to stake out an opposing stance. [Read more ...! 

Progressive Pulse Blog: 

• State Board of Education to vote on DPI budget cuts, layoffs Tuesday 

• Payton McGarry, HB 2/HB 142 plaintiff, running for Greensboro City Council 

• Gov. Cooper asks lawmakers for emergency funds for DEQ, DHHS over GenX: Sec’y Cohen says 

water is safe 

Weekly Radio Commentary: 

• A deep, devastating budget proposal 
Weekly Interviews: 

• Senate Democratic Leader Dan Blue on budget shortcomings, education funding and voter 

suppression 

• Rose Hoban with NC Health News on what happened this legislative session to funding for mental 

health services 

• Morgan Wittman Gramann with the NC Alliance for Health on food deserts, teen tobacco prevention 

and how public health fared in this last legislative session 
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Daily News: 

• The Latest: McCain to come back to Senate Tuesday 
Charlotte Observer 

• McCain making dramatic Senate return for crucial health vote 

Journalnow.com 

• Troubles deepen for Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions as White House spokesman questions the 'future 
of the relationship' 

LA Times 

• NC state pension fund’s chief investment officer unexpectedly resigns 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Cooper seeks SBI probe of chemical in Cape Fear River 

WRAL.com 

• Cooper: NC taking steps to deal with toxic GenX 

Fayetteville Observer 

• Cooper Rolls Out State Response to GenX 

Coastal Review Online 

• Plaintiffs ask court to speed up new NC voting maps 

WRAL.com 

• Charlotte City Council approves early Sunday alcohol sales 

Charlotte Observer 

• Triangle hospitals among nation’s best, worst, for hip replacements 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Immigrants wept, pleaded for water and pounded on the truck 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Wood products company to locate in Davidson County, hire 770 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Davidson County industrial park lands European company with plans for 770 jobs 

Joumalnow.com 

• For sale: Helicopter used by NC governors from Hunt to McCrory. No trades. 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Vacant lodge on the NC coast has a storied past, but what’s its future? 

Raleigh News & Observer 

Daily Editorials: 

• Siers cartoon: Jeff Sessions' cushy Job 
Charlotte Observer 

• ‘Not off our coast’ 

Journalnow.com 

• Schools showdown 
Greensboro News & Record 

• An explanation - and more questions - on those big CMS raises 

Charlotte Observer 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch, you can now follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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